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The seventh annual BCCA Environmental
Stewardship Award was presented to
Bridge Creek Estate ranch of 100 Mile
House at the 73rd Annual
General Meeting held in
Williams Lake. The
BCCA appreciates
the support for this
award from the Beef
Cattle Industry Dev-
elopment Fund and
recognizes the corporate
sponsorship provided by Bob
Mitchell of the Bank of Montreal and
Doug Haughton of Greenway Equipment.
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Stewards of the L and

Bridge Creek Estate ranch has been a family operation for
over 100 years. Fourth generalion on the ranch, Anthony
Cecil, and Don Savjord, ranch manger have made a
committment to being stewards of the land. District Agrologist,
Peter Fofonoff summed it up when he said "Bridge Creek
Estate demonstrated how ranch operations can contribute to
a healthy environment.” Environmental improvements seem
cnerous and costly bul
Bridge Creek Estate has
‘bridged the gap’ with
this project
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This year’s award winner was nominated by
fellow rancher Laura Grafton of the Bar K

Ranch, Prince George with supporting
recommendation from Peter
Fofonoff, District Agrol-
ogist with the Ministry
of Agriculture, Food
and Fisheries.The
award has been
presented to Bridge
Creek Estate in rec-
ognition of their initiative
to make improvements to

their management in order to protect
the water quality and stream banks along
Bridge Creek.

ESTATE

UMBIA

AWARD

Needing cleaner water for
livestock and wanting to
protect special wildlife
features around the many
small lakes such as a red-
listed fish population and
a Great Blue Heron rook-
ery ranch manager, Don
Savjord, began attencing
some ripanan workshops
hosted by Ducks Un-
limited and reading aboul
what other ranchers were
doing
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Maintaining Michael Cecil's goal ¢f a working ranch with sound
environmental practices guiced Don and Antheny when outlining
the ranch prorities

"Qur first goal was to
improve water quaily.
Recognizing thal degrada-
tion of the water qualily
was not only a habiity but
callle were nol gaining

weight as well as ex-
Ml pocted. Next, we search
ed for project funding
because adequate funds
M for capital projecls is
always a chalienge con a
ranch”™ Don further ex-
plains that because there
15 ittle iImmediate financial
return justitying the funds
for environmental projects
s difficuit

Recognizing that the ranch could nat bear all the costs of these
improvements, others slakeholders were approached, making this
a joint venture. Ducks s ’ : "
Unlimited. Forest i
Renewal 8C, Minislry
of Environment - Fish
and Wiidlife branch,
local businesses, high
school students  anc
local conservalon
groups all contribuled
to Iimproving water
quality. Iniiating the
project with $10.000
Bndge Creek Eslale
gives credit tc the
other players that
contnbuted six limes
their inthal start-up money

Cretting Down to Work

Sla¥f a! Bridge Creek Estate were joined by helping hands that
wanted to see this project through to completion. Mike Ramsey
and Darren Sclitt, fish and wildlife technicians were able to help
icdentify culverts that were barriers to fish migration.  As well, they
provided some high-tech eqguipment for measuring water
temperature. High schoaol students pianted wilow shools along
the creek bank to help lower the water temperature for fish and
stabilize the bank
Rick Jones, ranch
hand, worked with
the technicians in
building  nalural
fish ladders. "Each
step in this ladder
was designed and
measured. | never
knew there was
such a saence to
crealing fish hab-
ital,” describes Don

Several small bridges, covered in hiter cloth and gravel were
constructed across the creek to minimize cattle impact when lhey
cress to greener pastures, Larger fenced areas were buill well
back from the creek 1o use this nipanan zone as a imited grazing
paslure

Stewardship is an ongoirg process. Bndge Creek Estate
continues ¢ make improvements and are now in the process of
creating more water sources for the cattle. Using shailow weils
ard troughs o capture natural spring water has worked well for
them bu! does nol carry
them through the dry
summer months. Don |8
continues to look for |

alternative waler sources &
and the funcing,

Don descnbes, “Two
things that | was
pleasantly surpnsed by
were the fresh faces in
many of the govern-
ment agencies who
were  a  cooperative
group of individuals to
work with. The field
technicians are very keén lo work with producers and help us
achieve a common goat of cleaner water. Secondly, challenging
my tradiional way of lhinking about fencing ancd livestock
movement helped us meet our ranch goals.”

1 l\ml(in.‘."; Outside uf the Box
Being open {0 new ideas is difficult bul impertant. Don Savyord
used larger set backs for the fences along the creek with the
reascning thal the loss of pasture would be offset by the reducing
fence mamntenance ard could minimize animal health concermns
Iike foot rat. “Buiding straighter fences with wade corndors for
moving cattle actually worked better for us.” Bndge Creex Estate
has proved that ripanan fencing doesn’t have to be complicated.
Don reveals, “We have been critized by other ranchers for having
such large setbacks and wide riparian cormdors but the pastures
and corndors are more usable with less impact on the creek. ’

Rather than watting until forced, they have chosen 10 beqin
making significant changes now. The ranch has entered the next
hundred years of operation with 8 new and practical outlook
loward environmental concems.

Coordinating with other stakeholders is the reality of accessing
funding in order to make improvemeants to the lanc. This ranch is
only ona small part of this large watershed but we wan! the water
that fliows through our vailey to be jusl as gocd 'eaving as when
it first appeared on our land.” A goal shared by many ranchers



